of the Lord Chancellor Bacon, and was wont to have Sir Thomas
Billingsley along with him, to remember and to putt downe
in writing my Lord's sayings at Table.
Mr. Ben Johnson was one of his friends and acquaintance,
as doeth appeare by his excellent verses on his Lordship's
birthday, and in his Underwoods, where he gives him a Character,
and concludes that about his time and within his view were
borne all the Witts that could honour a Nation or helpe studie.
The learned and great Cardinal Richelieu was a great
admirer of the Lord Bacon.
He came often to Sir John Danvers at Chelsey. Sir John
told me that when his Lordship had wrote The History of Henry 7,
he sent the Manuscript copie to him to desire his opinion of it
before 'twas printed. Qd. Sir John, Your Lordship knowes
that I am no Scholar. 'Tis no matter, said my Lord : I knowe
what a Schollar can say; I would know what you can say.
Sir John read it, and gave his opinion what he misliked (which
I am sorry I have forgott) which my Lord acknowledged to be
true, and mended it; Why, said he, a Scholar would never have
told me this.
Mr. Thomas Hobbes was beloved by his Lordship, who was
wont to have him walke with him in his delicate groves where
he did meditate : and when a notion darted into his mind, Mr.
Hobbs was presently to write it downe, and his Lordship was
wont to say that he did it better then any one els about him;
for that many times, when he read their notes he scarce under-
stood what they writt, because they understood it not clearly
themselves.
In short, all that were great and good loved and honoured
him. (Sir Edward Coke, Lord Chiefe Justice, alwayes envyed
him, and would be undervalueing his Lawe, as you may find
in my Lord's lettres, and I knew old Lawyers that remembred it.)
He was Lord Protector during King James's Progresse
into Scotland, and gave Audiences in great State to Ambassadors
in the Banquetting-house at Whitehall.
The Aviary at Yorke House was built by his Lordship;
it did cost 300 pounds.
At every meale, according to the season of the yeare, he
had his Table strewed with Sweet Herbes and Flowers, which
he sayd did refresh his spirits and memorie.
When his Lordship was at his Country-house at Gorhambery,
St. Albans seemed as if the Court were there, so Nobly did He
live. His servants had Liveries with his Crest (a Boare); his
Watermen were more imployed by Gentlemen then any other,
even the King's.